When it comes to the really great thinkers of the Western intellectual tradition, often times it is friends and supporters who do more damage than enemies. I am not sure whether Karl Marx counts as a truly great thinker (Jacques Ellul thought him an important Christian heretic), but I am sure that he spoke for the greats when he commented that whatever he was, he was not a Marxist. For Plato certainly was not an early medieval Platonist just as Aristotle was not a late medieval Aristotelian, and Augustine was not a Cartesian Augustinian just as Aquinas was not a Kantian Thomist.
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revelling in the subtlety and power of Plato's dialogues, is like a child facing the wrong way (not looking at the cave wall) amongst Plato scholars.
The central problem any Platonism faces concerns adequately upholding the genuine transcendence of the meaning and quality of true reality without degrading or misreading the realm of tangible and historical particularity in which we live. The rush to theorize about Ideal Forms, extracted from the dialogic, the performative, the dramatic mode in which Plato carefully delivers them to us, produces many fatal caricatures of Plato's work. Thus small 'Platonist' doctrines, 'motherhood statements', if at all. We are committed to 'tolerance' and we are committed to the morality of not bringing any serious substantively normative discussion of the common good into the political arena. For we must protect the inner sanctum of personal moral and religious freedom and we must uphold the public freedoms of the value free market and the merely legal regulation of public life at all cost-which is actually a very high cost to the moral health of the polis.
Functionally (whatever we might say about religious freedom) we fictionalize all religious concerns and make then silent and subservient to the real public concerns of economics, trade, technology, the culture industry, "politics", entertainment and military power. No, contra Plato, we are dedicated to private moral relativism and an amoral public arena where due reverence to divinity is strictly excluded. In fact, the deeply entrenched culturo-political way of being in which modern liberal secularism is embedded puts us squarely on Thrasymachus' side of The Republic and should we hear Plato's voice at all, we cannot help feeling that Plato is an envious anti-libertarian fascist. 
